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From The President ..

ello to every one of our members, readers and Irish
Draught enthusiasts! We have had a very full year this
year.

The IDHSNA is making sure that the Irish horse is receiving a
lot more visibility at high profile events! How? By supporting
Awards for Irish bred horses (with appreciable Irish Draught
blood) placing at high profile events such as Rolex, Jersey
Fresh, and Rebecca Farm CCl events, not to mention the breed
shows and other open show venues that have had IDHSNA
sponsored classes.

We would like to continue this type of marketing and promo-
tion and look forward to the membership keeping us informed
of shows and events in which you see Irish horses competing,
even those that may not be registered with us.

tis also the time of the year to be thinking of the upcoming

Stallion Service Auction. Please remember that this is one

of our biggest money earners... Please support the 2007
SSA by participating (whether it is by donating a breeding or
bidding on a service).

This is the first season of the new, updated Year End Awards
(formerly the Performance Awards). There has been a lot of in-
terest so far and we urge all competitors to submit their results
no later than December 15, 2006. | look forward to reading
about the winners in our Yearbook edition due early in 2007.
Good luck to everyone!

Remember that this is your society and your participation is
not only wanted but needed. Please, if you would like to be
involved in any way, contact your regional chairperson or you
may contact me at:

gina@irishjumpersandhunters.com

Your President, Gina Kirby

From The Editor ..

s 2006 draws to a close, | hope you are as excited

about the new look and direction of the Blarney as | am.

Laurie has worked very hard to overhaul the design and
layout to bring you a fresh new look for the years to come.

In 2007, | plan to begin a regular column, “Irish Horses in Open
Competition”, where we feature our Irish Draught horses who
are excelling in competition against all breeds. In order for this
column to succeed, | will need the membership’s help in find-
ing these horses and their owners. If you know of anyone in
your region, state, or local club riding an Irish Draught or cross,
please send me their name, email and horse’s name so | can
interview them for future columns.

As always, please remember that the Blarney is only as good



as the members who submit reports. | thank everyone who
has submitted articles and news, and encourage everyone
to submit something in the future.

Megan Gillenwater

From The Board ..

s you all know, the Board has been working on up-
dating our Bylaws and policies this year. It is with
great pleasure that we can announce that the Bylaws
amendments were very well received and passed effort-

lessly. These amendments will greatly improve the organi-
zation of the society.

Annually, the fall is the time of year when the next year’s
Board is nominated and elected. Nomination forms have
been mailed to all members along with the Nominating
Committee’s slate of potential candidates. Please cast your
vote. The future of the society depends on your input.

Our regions did fantastic jobs of holding inspections this
year. Thank you to all the hosts, volunteers, and partici-
pants. Thank you to all the volunteers and participants.

The 2006 Annual Show was another success. Jeanette Con-
very and her volunteers ran a lovely show in Port Jervis, NY.

As this is the last Blarney for the year, the Board would like
to wish everyone a very happy and safe holiday season.
Here's to making 2007 another successful, productive year
for the IDHSNA.

Bylaws \ote ..

he recent Bylaw amendments passed. Thanks
to all who took the time to vote. The following
are the official tallies.*

Article IV-electronic voting
80 votes accept - 0 votes reject

Article XIV-code of conduct
80 votes accept - 1 vote rejects

Article XV -grievance policy
77 votes accept - 5 votes reject

*The ballots were received and counted by a CPA. No
one from the IDHSNA participated in receiving or count-
ing the ballots. A letter from the CPA verifying this is on
file with the Executive Secretary.

The Board of Directors

Membership Report ..

appy Fall; a truly lovely time of the year. Things

have slowed down after a busy and hectic sum-

mer so maybe we now have time to catch up on
all the things we put off, time to get ahead on a few things,
like memberships and dues. Included with this issue is
the new Membership Policy that the board passed in July.
You will see there have been a few changes. There are
now several new classes of membership & the ability to
subscribe to the Blarney. While some fees have increased
slightly, new options allow for a reduced membership
cost in other cases. Renewals must be processed before
the new deadline of March 31st to take advantage of dis-
counts and to continue to receive membership benefits.

We have also added different categories of memberships.
There is now a Non-voting Membership, a Subscription
only Membership and a Gift Membership. These are all
explained on the table. If you have any questions please
let us know and we will be happy to answer them.

As always your full membership entitles you to all the
rights and privileges that you have always had. The new
categories give us more options that may fit the needs
of members who have had changes in their lives. Some
may still want to be a part of the society but at a different
level.

I am in the process of updating the membership list so if
you have had any change in your membership information
please let me know. Election time is just around the cor-
ner and we would not want anyone to miss getting their
ballots. You can e-mail me at tllindstrom@earthlink.net.

Lyn Lindstrom, Membership Secretary, (360) 874-8887

AGM Meeting Minutes ..

The Irish Draught Horse Society of North America held
its Annual General Meeting on September 23, 2006,
in Port Jervis, New York. Four Board members were
present and 26 members signed in. There was not a
quorum so the meeting was not called to order. The
following reports were given.

I. Approval of 2005 minutes. (Tabled, no quo-
rum)

Il. Board Report
Gina Kirby reported that the Board had been work-
ing diligently on amending the Bylaws, improving
relations with Ireland and improving member rela-
tions.

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 2)
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AGM Mtg Mins (cont) .

I1l. Treasurer’s Report (No report submitted)
IV. Region Reports

Northeast: Jeannette Convery reported that the North-
east Region attended the Harrisburg Expo, sponsored
awards at Jersey Fresh for the ** and *** events and
hosted the annual show.

Southeast: Linda Cowasjee Read the following:
2006 has been another successful year for the South-
east Region. Our numbers continue to grow, both in
membership and horses and we have increased our
activities over the year.

We are trying to support further education of the
Irish Draught breed standard by sponsoring Individual
Breed Classes (or IBC’s) at various sporthorse shows
around the region. This year we had ID classes at the
Twin Shows Dressage Sporthorse Breed Show in
Spotsylvania, Virginia which was sponsored by Wild
Hare Farm and at the Kentucky Dressage Association
Show in Lexington, Kentucky.

| am also very pleased to announce that the IDHSNA
Southeast Region sponsored a special award for the
three highest placing Irish Draught Sporthorses com-
peting at the Rolex 4**** in Lexington, Kentucky on
April 27-30, 2006. This award was won by Phillip Dut-
ton on Connaught, Polly Stockton (GB) on Tom Quigley
and lan Roberts (CAN) on Napalm.

In June, we offered a clinic and covered topics in-
cluded: How to Show Your horse to Maximize Good
Points and Minimize Faults, Grooming and Preparation
for Shows/Inspections and Preparing a Young Horse
for Free Jumping. The main clinician was Michael Kirwan
from Kilkenny, Ireland who was joined by international
eventing groom: Janice Hilton. We had a very good
turnout for the clinic and we were extremely pleased
to be joined by enthusiasts from the local Connemara
Society.

The success of the previous Irish Draught classes at the
Upperville Colt & Horse Show led the show organiz-
ers to expand the division for 2006. This year, eight
classes were offered, four classes each for the pure-
bred and the part bred Irish Draughts. This is a big step
up from the three classes that signaled the start of the
Irish Draught Division at Upperville just three years ago
and light years from the days we had to compete in
either the non-Thoroughbred division or alongside the
heavy drafts!

This is my last AGM report as the Southeast Regional
Chair. I've greatly enjoyed my four years and have met
some great people. A huge thank you goes out to all
of my regional members who gladly and graciously
volunteer their time to all our SER efforts. Thank you
all.

Central Region (No report submitted)
South Central Region (No report submitted)

Northwest Region: Brandy Sells read the following for Liz

Mecfarland:

First, my apologies that | was unable to attend this
year’s annual show and give this report in person. |
hope it has been an exciting and enjoyable Show for
everyone and that the AGM is engaging with thought-
ful and productive discussion to help shape and move
the Society forward.

It has been a busy year in the Northwest with increased
member activity, sponsorship and participation in
events across our region. Briefly, highlights include:

Strong member participation at the Irish Extravaganza
last March in British Columbia

Regional get together, both, awards, recognition and
member participation at the Event at Rebecca Farm,
Kalispell, MT

Good regional participation (8 hours travel one way)
to this years very successful inspection in Missoula,
MT

Twenty some participants at the clinic held in conjunc-
tion with the Missoula inspection- discussed breed
characteristics using 4 purebred RID mares as exam-
ples

Member participation and sponsorship in breed
shows including the NW Sport Horse Breeders Shows
held near Tacoma, WA

Members participation in numerous venues across the
region including eventing, dressage and jumping
Regional web page coming on line next month
Participation of a number of NW members in the Na-
tional Society including Lucy Stevenson, Registration
Officer, Lyn Lindstrom, membership coordinator, Kate
Triplett, Stallion Service Auction Coordinator and Ann
Cummings, Director at Large.

These are strong accomplishments for a region that is
as diverse and geographically challenged as the North-
west. Our expectations is for steady and productive
growth of the IDHS(NA) North West Region. We hope
to report more activities next year.

Best Regards, Liz Mcrarland

(AGM MEETING MINUTES CONTINUED ON PAGE 5)



Registration Report ..

There were a total of eight inspection sites. Out of 65 horses presented, including 2 colt advisories, 51 horses passed
and were awarded AID, RID or RIDSH status.
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Horse Name Sex Sire Dam Status
Bridon Glenlord S Glenlara Di Lady RID
Celtic Moon S Annaghdown Star Hughies Lady RID
Belinda M  Western Sun Mandalay RID
ManuForti's Diamond Delight M  KEC Double Diamond Hawklands Silver Rose RID
Rivies Rinceoir M  Sir Rivie Nancy Bess RID
Ultra Violet M  Glenlara Aubergine RID

Dandelion Montana Heather G Huntingfield Proud Tim Ballyhehan Beauty RID
FNF U-2 G Uibh Fhaili '81 Tess's Golden Heather RID
Padi's Shuttlewood Danny Boy G Mountain Pearl Diamond Shuttle RID

Penmerryl's Mighty Mo G Touch of the Blues Winmaur Over the Top RID

Windfield's Pearly King G Mountain Pearl Ginger's Beauty RID

Jack of Hearts S The King of Hearts Harley du Quesnoy RIDSH

Kilkelly All's Well S Happy Ending Makin A Difference RIDSH

Killian's Irish Blend S Snowford Bellman Sadie's First Flight
Sea King Gold S Cradilo Shining Sea
M  Rockrimmon Silver Diamond Lil Miss Gia
Badger's Lara M  Glenlara Bodacious Badger RIDSH
Ballyvolane M Grange Augustus
Boadicea M  KEC Double Diamond Tijara RIDSH

Celtic Fancy M The Pride of Gloster Ten West RIDSH

Cross Fox Dew Drop M  Snowford Bellman Stormy's Sister RIDSH
Eireann Cruise M  Cruising Macam RIDSH

Empey Queen M  Coevers Diamond Boy Mullagh Mor Lass RIDSH
FNF Fabuleaux Katie M Fabuleux Dancer Ballyard Katie RIDSH
Graces Star M  Brandenburg's Windstar Sheza Party Doll RIDSH

Indian Creek Trinitys Twist M Happy Ending Jules Bandit RIDSH

Kilkellly Scooter M  Gypsy Diamond Penmerryl's Vespa RIDSH

Manu Fortis Miss Macha M Macha Breeze T Bill's Demo RIDSH

MFF Caribbean Blue M  Touch of the Blues Miss Marauder RIDSH

Miss Congeniality M Banks Fee Daniel Maple Hill Jill RIDSH

My Hearts Alibi M  The King of Hearts Roxy RIDSH

Nevada Sunrise M  Huntingfield Proud Tim Jasmine RIDSH

O'Donnell's Kitsap Kat M  Snowford O'Donnell Snookie's Girl RIDSH
Puissance Clover M  Puissance Clare Clover RIDSH
Silver Lace M Silver Galtee MGF Lady RIDSH
SonRise Esther M Winmaur Sargent Pepper Scottish Huntress RIDSH
Van Covers Diamond M Coevers Diamond Boy Galros Lass RIDSH
Warrior Queen M Tors Gentleman Farmer My Sleeping Beauty RIDSH
Blue Wiggy G Touch of the Blues Poco Sweet Wiggy RIDSH
Dublin G Brandenburg's Windstar Reflective

FNF Senator G Flagmount King At Large

O'Donnell's Tahoma G Snowford O'Donnell Snookie's Girl

Padi's Celtic Courage G Mountain Pearl Magrathea

Silver Dust G Silver Galtee Betty B. Bright

Such a Prince G Celtic King Such a Queen RIDSH

The Blarngy

Coolafancy Mountain M  Mourne Mountain Star Lurganbawn Candy







AGM Mtg Mins (cont)..

Southwest Region: Brandy Sells read the following re-

port for Judie framan:

Growth: The Southwest Region is pleased to an-
nounce that it has been revitalized, and showed a
growth of over 49% in 2006 over 2005 member-
ship. We are proud to announce that a new ap-
proved lIrish Draught stallion has come to our region,
Bridon Beale Street. We are sad to report that Sea-
mus Collie Mor, a young RID stallion with great prom-
ise, has relocated to the Massachusetts in Northeast
Region.

Inspections: The Southwest Region inspections,
which had the largest roster of horses brought for-
ward ever in the region, have been completed.
Eleven horses passed inspection. Thanks to Brian
Gwartz and Cheryl Skigin for providing the site for
the Southern California inspection, and to Claudia
Colo for providing the site of the Northern California
inspection. And special thanks to John Lyons who
hosted the inspectors, made all of the arrangements
for both inspections, and facilitated the events. Itis
volunteer membership participation such as this that
makes this Society work.

Events and Happenings in 2007
The Southwest Region will officially participate in the

Equine Affaire being held in Pomona, California on
February 1-4, 2007. We will have a booth at the
event, and invite all of the regional members to par-
ticipate. It is this kind of effort that will help publi-
cize and promote the Irish Draught breed.

Our Web site is now underway due to the steward-
ship of Tim Beckmon. All members of our region
are asked to send news, show results, photos, mare
and stallion pedigrees and photos, etc. to Tim for
inclusion in the web site.

Registration Office Report: Linda Cowasjee read
the following report for Lucy Stevenson:

All files for horses registered with the IDHSNA have
been entered into the society’s database. There are
a total of 4091 horses in the database. These in-
clude those registered with the IDHSNA and back
breeding for the horses registered with the IDHSNA.
There are 1024 horses registered with the IDHSNA
at this moment.

This year, the registration office used the stallion re-
porting forms to send out registration papers to the
owners of mares which had been bred to RID or
RIDSH stallions. Unfortunately, we still have some

VI.

stallion owners who did not send in those reports.
The registration office could not send out registra-
tion papers for any of the mares bred by those stal-
lions. This service should increase the number of
foals registered as well as help to reduce registra-
tion confusion for first time breeders to RID or RIDSH
stallions.

A more detailed report about herd numbers will be
published in the Yearbook.

Respectfully submitted, Lucy Stevenson

Show Report:; Jeannette Convery thanked all of
the volunteers, spectators and participants for mak-
ing the 2006 Annual Show a success. She also
welcomed input from members on how to make
improvements for future shows.

VII. Membership Report (No report submitted)

VIII. New Business (None brought forward)

Respectfully Submitted, Elizabeth B. Sells
IDHS(NA) Executive Secretary

QA
0%

Calendar

OCTOBER
15th - Fall Blarney Deadline
31st - SWR Performance Award Deadline
31st - Deadline for budget items to
Treasurer, Review of all committees,
programs, policies etc.

NOVEMBER
1st - Record Date
10th - Ballots go out
15th - Budget due

DECEMBER
10th - Ballot returned
15th - Performance Award card due
15th - IDHSNA Stallion Reports due

JANUARY 1, 2007
1st- Membership Fee due
15th - Yearbook Blarney deadline
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The Argument for Conservation

and arapidly narrowing genomic base due to inbreeding

to certain lines, the Irish Draught horse, once shatched
from the jaws of extinction by a group of Irish farmers, is again
nearing a crisis point with fewer than 3,000 registered animals
worldwide.

The WWL-DAD (World Watch List for Domestic Animal Diversi-
ty) of the FAO (Food and Agriculture Organization of the Unit-
ed Nations) classifies the Irish Draught breed as “endangered
maintained”. Endangered maintained popu-
lations are groups of animals (i.e. breeds)
experiencing a declining population trend
such that survival of the breed would require
a “concerted effort to arrest the negative
trend in population size”. The Royal Dublin
Society of Ireland is sponsoring an ongoing
genetic research project as part of their Irish
Draught Horse Breed Development Program.
The interim data from this study, currently
being undertaken by population geneticists
and statisticians Brian Wickam, Victor Olori,
and Francis Kearney of the Irish Cattle Breed-
ing Federation (ICBF), suggests a declining trend in the
registration of purebred Irish Draught horses, and an
increasing level of inbreeding since 1979.

B etween population decline as a result of cross-breeding,

R.1.D. Sire Lines; Rare for a Reason?

t is interesting to note that the overall level of inbreeding

in the Irish herd has jumped significantly in the years since

1993, when performance testing of stallions was instituted.
The ICBF data is viewed by many as confirmation of something
long suspected - there is decreasing genetic di-
versity in the Irish Draught herd and it is likely that
a significant factor in this trend is stallion selection.
Stallion selection is affected by many factors such
as geographic location and the political, cultural,
and economic atmosphere of the times.

sire lines in
North America
than anywhere
else in the
world!

Certain RID sires were under-utilized for a variety of
reasons. Some stallions had limited progeny due
to their location. The traditional use of live cover
meant that farmers had to ride, drive or lead their
mares to the stallion for breeding. Even though
some stallions traveled to service mares in differ-
ent locations throughout the week, few mare owners utilized
stallions outside their home county. The RID stallion Moorpark
Boy lived on top of a mountain in Co. Wicklow where he was
all but inaccessible to purebred Irish Draught mares. Most of
his progeny were out of the local heavy draft forestry mares
used to sling timber on the mountainside and were, therefore,
not eligible for the RID studbook. Some bloodlines were so
widely known for their strong work ethics that most of the
colts were gelded to supply the demand for working geld-
ings, leaving no intact sons to carry on a line. Two such fami-
lies were the Woodranger and Sweetheart lines, which are

There are
more
stallions
from outcross

thought to have been casualties of their own popularity. Luck-
ily the Woodranger sire line has been revived, but Sweetheart
exists only through mare families.

phenomenon common to all domestic breeding pro-
grams is known as “the cult of the popular sire”. This

phenomenon has affected the Irish Draught breed by
driving the selection of a few performing bloodlines with the
goal of producing profitable sport horses, namely those off-
spring of King of Diamonds and Milestone. The popular stallion
effect is quite evident in the RID studbook. King of Diamonds
alone had 34 sons and grandsons on the stallion register when
he died. As further evidence, O'Toole (2001) demonstrated
that King of Diamonds accounted for over 7% of the genes of
purebred Irish Draughts born between 1997 and 2000 inclu-
sive, and that almost 50% of the genes pres-
ent in that population could be attributed to
just 17 ancestors, presumably the result of
overuse of certain sire lines. Indeed, the No-
vember 2005 Interim Report from the second
phase of the RDS study supports this, with
preliminary analysis of mean kinship values
revealing that 98% of the current Irish mare
population and 96% of the actively stand-
ing stallions are related to King of Diamonds
and Pride of Shaunlara (the most popular of
the Milestone sons), both of whom descend

RID stallion by Uibh Fhaili ‘61 from Galty Boy.

The Influence of Mandatory Performance Testing

versity by the institution of mandatory performance test-

ing. Historically, stallion owners have been farmers, which
means very few have had the financial resources to campaign
and performance test their animals. This financial disincentive,
combined with an effective bloodline bias, has reduced avail-
able sire lines even further.

Finally, a huge influence has been wrought on genetic di-

Ironically, North American breeders are in a unique
position with regard to diversity of sire lines. There
are more stallions from outcross sire lines in North
America than anywhere else in the world. There-
fore, our purebred herd is an extremely important
genetic reservoir for the global Irish Draught herd.

The importance of having an international genetic
reservoir was brought home during the Foot and
Mouth crisis in the UK. Many rare breeds of live-
stock were nearly wiped out as agricultural au-
thorities sought to contain the spread of this eco-
nomically devastating disease. Should a similar disaster occur
in the horse population of Ireland, North American breeders
and those of Great Britain, Australia and South Africa would
be in the position to provide breeding stock to rebuild Irish
herds.

Why Conserve?

One of the more obvious reasons to conserve the RID is to
maintain a vigorous foundation for the production of world
class Irish Draught crossbred sport horses. Olympic gold medal



winning three day eventer Custom Made (25% RID blood),
and Olympic show jumper Mr. Springfield (50% RID), World
Cup show jumpers Cruising (50% RID), Ado Annie, Carling
King and Coolcorron Cool Diamond (all over 50% RID), are
only a few examples of sport horses whose breeding is
based on Irish Draught blood. Without the RID foundation
to provide bone, sensibility and innate jumping ability, these
sport horses, and therefore a large portion of the Irish ex-
port market and economy, would not exist.

he fact that the foundation Irish Draught is an out-
standing riding and driving animal in its own right
is a definite bonus, particularly consid-

ering the limited land and time resources that
come with modern schedules and industrial-
ized economic development. For busy horse
owners with little leisure time, the Irish Draught
is an ideal mount; tolerant of being pulled out
on the weekends for a ride, whereas another
breed of horse might require daily work - and
a significant time commitment - to remain safe
and rideable. The market for this type of horse
will only grow as more and more people seek
riding as a form of recreation.

Another reason to conserve the RID is that the breed is the
only native horse of Ireland (the Connemara and Kerry Bog
being the native ponies) and therefore has important cultur-
al and historical relevance. The history and socioeconomic
value of the Irish Draught horse closely parallels the fortunes
of Irish families in the late 1800s and early 1900s, and is also
closely tied to the Irish farming communities and the cultural
evolution during the Great Wars and mechanization of the
mid-1900s.

erhaps the most important reason to conserve the
Irish Draught breed is due to the fact that domestic

animal species are increasingly subjected to inter-
breeding and intensive management in order to increase
their productivity. In the case of horses, this intensive breed-
ing is engineered to meet the demand for an internation-
ally defined “type”; that looks, behaves, & e
and moves a certain way that is desirable
at the elite levels of horse sports. With
horse breeds increasingly homogenized
to achieve this objective, the delineation
between different breeds becomes lost,
and as a result, the genomic diversity of
individual breeds is lost as well. This threat
to genetic diversity has a very real impact
on the future of all domestic species. Ac-
cording to the FAO website:

“Of the 50,000 known mammalian and bird species, about
30 have been used extensively for agriculture and only 15
species account for over 90% of global livestock produc-
tion. Over the past 15 years, 300 out of 6000 breeds iden-
tified by the FAO have become extinct. There are currently
1350 breeds facing extinction with an average of 2 breeds
being lost every week.”

The problem of
Irish Draught
population
decline can only

be arrested by
one thing: RID
mares must be
bred to RID
stallions!

RID Mare by Silver Jasper

Genetic Diversity: It’s not just for Endangered
Species Anymore

0, why is genetic diversity important? A diverse ge-

netic makeup is what allows a population of animals

to survive changes in climate, adapt to environmental
stresses and come back from debilitating herd diseases
that might otherwise cause their extinction. While some
animals will succumb, others will have slight differences
in their genome that enable them to adapt and survive
change. Additionally, animals that are indigenous to cer-
tain regions, as the lIrish Draught horse is to
Ireland, are genetically adapted to their envi-
ronment and more resilient to environmental
stress. They generally remain more productive
while consuming lower quality feed and are
more economic to maintain. Therefore, they
are extremely important sources of genes
for improving the health and performance of
the “industrialized” or “improved” and inten-
sively bred animals. The Irish Draught and oth-
er breeds like it, including the Gelderlander,
the Cleveland Bay, and all of the native pony
breeds, provide a needed reservoir of genes
that can be used to improve strength and vigor when the
intensively bred sport horses begin to show signs of phys-
ical and behavioral instability.

he problem of Irish Draught population decline

can only be arrested by one thing: RID mares

must be bred to RID stallions. Every RID mare used
in a crossbreeding program is a mare lost to the world-
wide herd. As far as genetic diversity - the Cleveland Bay
breed is coming back from an effective sire line of 2 with
fewer than 500 breeding animals worldwide. The RID can
make a comeback too, particularly if breeders will make
thoughtful breeding decisions and be open to technologi-
cal advances in reproductive medicine. A frozen semen/
ova/embryo bank would go a long way towards facilitat-
ing sharing of genetic resources worldwide.

why

4 Additionally, research identifying high
priority breeding mares with low mean
kinships to the RID stallion population
could be used to encourage owners of
these mares to breed them to available
outcross stallions, utilizing frozen semen
if necessary to achieve the best genetic
match. These important steps will assist
in decreasing the relative inbreeding in
the herd and perpetuate the diversity of
genes present in the outcross lines.

These genes not only keep the Irish Draught breed vigor-
ous and healthy, but ultimately maintain a unique genetic
reservoir to enhance genetic diversity and ensure the
survival of £, caballus as a species.

by Elizabeth Freeman DVM
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From the Regions ..

Central Region Report

entral region held their inspections at D Bar S Ranch

& Equine Center in Trimble Missouri on the 10th

September. The inspection was a huge success; 7
horses passed including a purebred stallion (who is now a
fully approved RID stallion) named Celtic Moon. There was
a booth set up with imported Irish goods which | think was
a huge hit as the inspectors also enjoyed browsing.

After the horses had been inspected there was an educa-
tional seminar where the inspectors talked about what they
look for in the ideal Irish Draught and the reasons they fail
certain horses. | think everyone left feeling that it had been a
great day and had even more enthusiasm for the breed.

| would like to thank everyone for attending and most of
all the volunteers who donated so much of their precious
time to a worthy cause. Congratulations to all who passed.
I hope you all had a great time!

This October 14th Manu Forti Farm will be doing an Irish
Draught demonstration near Wichita, Kansas at the annual
horse rescue fund raiser. We hope to help educate the lo-
cals in Kansas about this great breed and the importance of
preserving the purebred Irish Draught.

Simone Mackay, Central Regional Chair.

South Central Region Report

outh Central Region is pleased to report that four

horses were presented at the Texas location of the

2006 Inspection Tour. The mid-week inspections
were held at the Top Line Sporthorse International facility,
located in Cypress Texas with participants coming from as
far away as Louisiana and various locations throughout the
state of Texas.

The horses inspected included an ID Stallion, two IDSH
Mares, and one IDSH colt advisory. The numbers of reg-
istered horses in our region are steadily climbing and con-
gratulations to the owners of the three horses that passed.
A luncheon followed the event with the chance to speak to
the Inspectors in an informal setting.

Thank you to all who volunteered and assisted at this year’s
site!
J.B.Lamb, South Central Regional Chair

Southwest Region Report

Irish Draught News from California, by Shirley Kahlert

eptember was a great month for Irish Draught horses

in the West. The Southwest Regional inspections had

the largest roster of horses brought forward ever in
the region. On September 12, Southern California Irish
Draught Horse Inspections were held at the farm of Brian
Gwartz and Cheryl Skigin. Seven horses passed inspection:
Manu Forti’s Diamond Delight and Belinda as RID mares; FNF
U2 and FNF Senator as RIDSH geldings; and FNF Fableaux
Katie, Bodiacea, My Hearts Alibi and Miss Congeniality as
RIDSH mares. On September 13, Irish Draft Horse enthusi-
asts met for the Northern California inspection in Calistoga,
hosted by Claudia Colo. Three horses passed inspection:
Jack Of Hearts, an RIDSH Stallion; Dublin, an RIDSH Gelding;
and The Queen Of Hearts, an RIDSH mare. A special thanks
to John Lyons who hosted the inspections for IDHSNA,
made the arrangements for both inspections and facilitated
the events. It is a volunteer membership participation such
as this that makes the IDHSNA work.

Claudia Colo and Jack of Hearts

Irish Draught enthusiasts attending the Calistoga inspections
were treated to a lovely day in California’s wine country. In-
spectors Patrick McCarthy of Bandon, County Cork and Ger-
aldine Berney of Neill of Rathmore, County Carlow provided
spectators with a sense of
the complexity and care
that goes into approving
an lIrish Draught Horse
or Sport Horse for reg-
istration. Veterinarian
Paul Macvoy carefully
checked the soundness
of each horse. After
the jumping inspection,
both Irish and Californian

The Judges



